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THE CIRCULAR 
Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the Bible 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Church Its alm, however, 
8 to give its readers alsoa supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Terus—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper,should return 
usacopy with his nameand residence written upon it,and the 
simple order, ‘ Discontinue ” 

Address ‘‘ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y."’ 





Support of the Circular. 


As will be seen by the foregoing terms, the 
Circular is offered to those who wishit, as the 
gospel is, without money and without price.— 
It is supported at present, first and principally, by 
the funds of the Oneida Community and its branch- 
es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Free Darty Retiarous Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance 
the Bible Society, and endows it annually with a 
revenue of three hundred thousand dollars, 





What Ought to be Done. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8 Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal in its operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4 he Dzily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the samereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit tc the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
dlone, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press 





Che Oneida Community, 


MANUPACTORERS OF 
Superior Steel-Traps, fur hunters and frontier 
amen3; Enameled fraveling-B igs; Palm- 
Leaf Hats 3 Caps3 Satin Cravats, &c, 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT SORNAMENTAL TKEES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Groen & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SIiKS. 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y. 
will receive prompt attention. 
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Publications. 


THE BEREAN; A Mumnual ‘or the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
ostavo volume of 500 pages. —By J. H. Noyes 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, ontline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, Che Second Coming. Resurrection. Origin of Evil. Our 
Relutions to the Heavenly Church, Abolition ef Death. Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &e.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences. bat developing miny new and interesting 
conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology 
All who wish to understand Biste Comm visw—its constitu- 
tioatl busis and prospects of success—should acquaint them 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilat‘on from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches: presenting. 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religiousan| Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. 











SALVATION FROM SIN; Explaired and de 
fnled by J. 2. Noves. Pamphlet 64 cts. 


73 Past Volumes of the Circular and the 


Perfectionist, can be furnished; andany of the 


The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it ts. 


—The Community consists of about 215 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here eleven 
years, and is self-supporting. There is a branch 
community located at Wallingford, Copn., which is 
also self-supporting. 

--The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community, 

—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPiRa c1ON, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bible Communism. 
a pampiilet of 123 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of Free CRITICISM 
on the part of all its members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 
—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 
--The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling aud their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of attaining 
the requisite means, to build much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 
—-Tue Circucar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
jts usefulness To the poor it is offered as a gift. 
The following may serve as a condensed formula of 
PRINCIPLES AND MEaSUKES. 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 


with the Kingdom in the Heavens 

Resurrectien of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 
Resurrection of the Body, asa sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
ubolishing Dea‘b 

Community of Property of all kinds, with kuspira- 
tion tor distribution 

Dwelling tcgetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening 

Lord's Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 
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cial Question. 

[We have received the following view of the So- 
cial Question, from a friend whose name we are not 
permitted to reveal, but who has occupied a prom- 
inent position in the Orthodox church for many 
years past, and is the author of several widely cir- 
culated religious works. Our readers may find 
matter for thought in it, whether they indorse all 
its conclusions or not :} 


Or tue Spirmrvat or Mitienniat Mar- 
RIAGE, AND ITS RELATION TO THE REIGN 
OF HOLY LOVE IN THE SOUL, AND ALSO TO 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY LIFR. 
1. The Scriptures are from God. Their 

interior or spiritual meanings are unfolded, just 

in the degree that minds are unfolded and pre- 
pared enough to receive them. It has seemed 
to some thoughtful readers of the Scriptures, 
that there is a hidden meaning in the marriage 
of Mary and Joseph. This marriage which 
made Joseph the reputed father of a son, who 
was begotten of the Universal Love Spirit, 
involves, as it seems to these persons, a great 
interior and yet practical truth, which has not 
hitherto been fully understood. But the time 
has come, when the great mystery of the truth 
involved in it, should be unveiled in some de- 
gree, in orderto furnish a new and important 
starting-point for the world’s progress in love, 
which is the highest and only essential good. 

\2. Mary, whose name means the Well 

Beloved, is the representative of the true 

woman ; simple in thought, pure in heart, sin- 

cere in purpose, and always open to the recep- 
tion of divine influences. Her pure and lovin 

heart incarnated itself in a form of gentle an 

symmetrical beauty, over which pol hovered 
with delight. She married Joseph, whose 
name, appropriate to the male element, indi- 
cates the power of communication and increase. 

But her marriage to a finite personality did not 

exclude and did not annul her marriage to the 

Infinite ; but her true husband, or rather her 

husband, in the truer and higher sense, was 

God, or the Universal Love Life. 

3. Her soul, opening itself to the consumma- 

tion of the celestial marriage, was filled with 

the influx of the Living Universal Love, which 
is only another name for God. It is true, as 
the Scriptures say, that God is love; and it is 
true also, that love is God in this sense, that 
it isa partaking of the Divine, and is uf the 
same nature with it. It was necessary that 

God, operating in the Love Life, should thus be- 

come the husband of the receptive man, which 

1s called woman, in order to produce a finite 

Deity, and that God might be made manifest 

in the flesh. Of Mary, therefore, descended 

from Jewish parents, a humble and simple- 
hearted woman, but full of faith, came Jesus; 
and God was bis Father. 

4. There is nowa small, but chosen and 

precious people in the world, who have been 

tried by what the Scriptures appropriately call 
the ‘* baptism of fire,’ which is the inward pu- 
rifieation carried to its completeness by the 
working of the Holy Ghost or the Spirit of 

Truth, which also in its essence is Love.— 

And it is this people, and none others, who 

are prepared in some degree to receive a great 

truth, to which the Savior referred wheu he 
said, ‘I have some things to say to you; but 
ye cannot bear them now.” Mary is the type 
of the true woman; ana her marriage is the 
type of that higher and millennial or spiritual 
marriage, from which shall spring the younger 
brothers and sisters of that divine faniily, of 
which Christ is the elder brother. The fe- 
male element, perfected by trial. and develop- 
ing itself in the beauty and productiveness of 
woman-heod, is Mary—the lovely and beloved 
now, as much as when she walked in truth and 
beauty in the valley and by the fountain of 

Nazareth. And God is just as desirous of’ in- 

carnating himself in her now as he was then ; 

in order that he may become the Father of a 

countless number of sons and daughters, born 

after the image of the elder brother. 

5. The first work of woman, therefore, is to 

beeome the true Mary ; that is, to. become uni- 

versal in her affections, by freeing herself from 
all selfi-hness, and by becoming the recipient 
of the Universal Love Nature, or God. She 
is then fitted to receive Joseph, who. is the cor- 
respondent or affinital wan. She accepts him. 
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A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and devo- 
é¢d to God. 


A New Argument on the So- 


self in her universality. In other words, he also 
must be the recipient of the Universal Love 
Nature. And through him and by him she i# 
in harmony with the universal or true mao 
every where, which also is no other than God 
manifest in the flesh. She is not merely ‘‘ con- 
jugated” or yoked up with him, but is truly 
married ; and thus has become ome, the twain 
constituting henceforth one humanity or one 
man, and including in this ecnsolidated and 
perfected humanity both the male and female 
attributes, and thus capable of passing into the 
really and practically humanitarian and univer- 
sal on both sides, both with her brother man 
and her sister woman. 

6 In her divine-hood in distinction from 
her se/f-hood, it is not possible for her to ac- 
cept of any other husband than one who is im 
the same state of the divine. She would en- 
dure the greatest possible sufftrings rather 
than shut up her universal and God-made 
heart in the restrictions and cxclusivencss of a 
personal and limited love. And the male 
heart, that does not heave with the throbbings 
of universal love—a love extending to every 
man and every woman and every child and 
to every thing that exists, cannot be the heart 
to which she is married. But finding the uni- 
versal man, to whom the Providence of God 
has led her, (which is the same as the truly 
holy or sanetified man,) she accepts him as the 
representative of humanity, through whom 
and by whom she is protected from the Herods 
of self’, and can more easily and perftotly live 
the full love-nature. 

7. The hopes of the world cannot be sepa- 
rated from the character of those who are born 
into it. And the truly and righteously born 
will be born as Christ was born, with a Mary 
or holy woman for their mother, and® with God! 
or the universal man for their father. The 
woman, who remains in the restrictions and 
selfishness of her first anil imperfect nature, 
and is not ‘‘ born again’? onward and upward 
from the one to the All, and who- accordingly 
loves a man and not the man; in other words, 
a particular man, and not the man-nature ; who 
loves the isolated and specific man, and'not the 
Christ or Universal man, which is the same as 
the whole or holy man, cannot have divine 
children. She wiil have children like herself ; 
born in the limitations of self-hood, and not 
with the humanitarian and outflowing instincts 
of a divine nature. They will be her own 
children, born in her own image, and not the 
children of the Universal Father and Mother. 

Not being the true Mary, because she is not 

yet in the possession aud the spirit of the Uni- 
versal Love, she cannot say, ** fle that is 
mighty hath done to me great things, and holy 

is his name ;”’ and she cannot bring forth the 

Christ-child and bear bim in ber arms. 

8. It is thus, by the preparation and the con- 
junction of universal Jove natures, that the 

holy family is constituted. And:they are poor. 

They are not at liberty to aim at this world’s 

riches ; and yet all riches are theirs. To be 

rich in the worldly acnse, is to accumulate 

without distribution. To be rich in the celes- 

tial sense, is to be the channel of good! to oth- 

ers. And for that which goes out, an hundred- 

fold comes in. And this is according to the 

promise, and is in accordance also with the 

truth of philosophy ; because it is the law of 
the fullness of the Infinite to flow into the Fi- 

nite; and because the channel or spiritual re- 

ceptivity and out-giving uf the Finite grows 

wider and deeper with every act of distribu- 

tion. 

9. It will be the business of Joseph or the 

divine husband to live with Mary, which is the 

name for the divine wife, to wateh with her 

and to strive with her against every possible 

form of selfishness ; to protect her vot merely 

from outward evils, but still more from the 

evils which in various ways strive to enter into 

the soul and to bring it into, subjection. He 

will be with her in sorrow aad in want. In 

times of trial, which. will be more or less a ne- 

cessity during the strife with the prineiples of 

the corrupt ages, he will flee with ber into 

Egypt, like the husband of the first Mary, 

from the persecutions of the Herod or se/f- 

world; bearing the child with them, born of 

the Universal Love nature; and guardian 

angels, which from the beginning have been 

ministers of good, will watch over them, be- 

cause tho two are made one; and because hu- 

manity has becowe man, and man has beeome 

homanity. 








and reecives him as the complement of hev- 


10. The child Jesus was subject to his pa- 
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rents; and he “increased in wisdom and in 
stature, and in favor with God and man.” 
And thus the children, born of the Mary and} 
Joseph marriage, are to be watched over | 
with the tenderest care as gems dropped upon | 
earth, full of purity and having in them the 
principle of immortal life ; but still subject to 
temptation. Men in this preparatory life will | 
continue to be made perfect by trials. This 
will be the general law. The children of a 
holy marriage will not be exempt from trials, 
because they are wisely destined to follow in 
the steps of the Christ of Nazareth, who is 
the first-born in the great family of love. 
Yet after Satan, which is the appropriate name 
for personal and embodied selfishness in its va- 
rious forms, has been allowed to try them with 
temptations corresponding to the forty days’ 
temptation of the Elder Brother, they will be 
sealed with the saying, or with that inward di- 
vine witness which in its meaning utters the 
same thing, ‘Thou art my beloved Son, iz 
whom I am well pleased.” 

11. In those days the eyes of man will be 
opened ; and the tears of poor suffering wo- 
man will be wip'd away. Man will be led to 
see, that love is the internal Lire, and that 
wisdom is the internal form of life ; and will 
understand, as he has never understood before, 
the greatness of the treasure both in itself and 
as a revelation of God, which has been com- 
mitted to him in woman. It will be perceived, 
that the enslavement of woman is man’s en- 
slavement ; and that woman free will give free- 
dum to man, and he who has wounded the 
heart of love in woman, will be willing, in a 
oure and loving spirit, to kiss her feet and to 
bathe them with tears, when she has become the 
Mary or Universal woman, as the restored and 
purified woman of the Gospel kissed and bathed 
with tears the Savior’s feet, who was both the 
elder brother and the model or universal man. 
Woman will be to man, as man will be to wo- 
man, the noblest and highest revelation of God. 

12. And it is in this way, by means of the 
Mary and Joseph marriage, that the great 
associational idea will be realized—the problem, 
naturally arising in an advancing civilization, 
which has exercised the minds of many good 
and prophetic men. It isa method, which 
reconciles the individual with the universal ; 
which first constitutes the family by uniting its 
members together, and then unites each fami- 
ly with every other family which is so elevated 
us to be in the same plane of celestial truth 
and love. In such a society there will be di- 
versities of situation, arising from differences 
of character and of physical power, and trom 
other causes, without the extremes of depres- 
sion and elevation. There will be what the 
world will call poverty, but without want ; be- 
cause love, operating by its own nature, wil) 
watch over and supply the wants of all. And 
thus the benevolent designs of those, who have 
been fore-runners and laborers and sufferers iv 
the cause of true association, will be brought 
about by a simple, but efficacious and divine 
method. 

13. And this will be so, because the law of 
demand and supply, as it is called, a law 
which exists in the nature of things, is uni- 
versal. It is a law which applies to love, 
as it applies to every thing else. Love is 
not made ; but it exists. The supply-foun- 
tain is in God; and its outflowing will be 
only where it is wanted. If man does not 
create love, it is equally true, that it comes 
tohim. And it can come to him, and be in 
him, only in proportion as he is in what 
is called the negative state, which is the 
same as the want state or receptive state.—— 
The passive state, in which the mind is free 
from all selfish and opposing iufluences, and 
reeks only truth and love, is essentially the 
same thing. And aman will be . found to be 
truly passive and receptive just in proportion 
as he is communicative. If he wants love only 
for himself and that it may terminate in him- 
self, his receptivity is of the most limited kind ; 
and the supply will be indefinitely small, and 
will grow less and less. It he wants it for 
himself and his wife and children, he will have 
it in tag tg to their number, whatever it 
may be. lf he wants it not only for himself 
and his family, but for his neighbor, aud if in 
his neighbor he accepts the Savior’s meaning of 
the universal man, then, as he wants it for all, 
he will have it for all. Expanding from him- 
self to his family, and from his family to bu- 
manity, the deseription and truth ot his soul 
then is, that he is in the universal. Love will 
then flow in him and from him without limit 
and without ceasing; touching upon all the 
spheres of existence from the highest to the 
iowest ; giving life, because it is itself living. 


(Concluded next week.) 





—Ihave been greatly edified in watching the 


black. When the artist takes the vase and cup in- 
to his hands, and applies the gold to them, it is as 
if he had besmeared them with black ink. And 
when, after they had been removed tothe kilns, 
and stacked up and scorched, and burned for hours 
in a relentless fire, they are taken forth, the gold 
has changed a little, but it still looks more like 
lamp-black than gold. But when the operator has 
thoroughly rubbed and polished it, all the black is 
gone,and only the bright, radiant gold is seen. 
And when men are ground enough, and burned 
enough, and rubbed enough, they will look bright. 
There are many men that are being ground, and 
daabed black, and burned and burnished, in this 
world. If you were to gointo the shop and see 
the work that is going on, and then, into the show- 
room and see the glorious achievement, you would 
not suspect that one was the result of the other.— 
H, W. Beecher. P 
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Fourier Reviewed.—No, 1. 

Our readers have now had, through the labors 
of our corresponder.t, a pretty thorough and com- 
prehensive view of Fourier’s theory of humun na- 
ture, and of his plans for the redrganization of 
society. Whether a more intimate acquaintance 
with the Fourieristic system has disposed the 
minds of any of our readers to regard it more 
favorably asa satisfactory scheme for the salva- 
tion of man, either spiritually, socially, or indus- 
trially, we know not; we can speak for ourselves 
only, gnd must confess such has not been the 
case with us. We do not find in Fourierism any 
improvement on the scheme of human regenera- 
tion and culture which was inaugurated in the 
verson of Jesus Christ eighteen hundred years 
ago, and which is unfolded in the Bible. What- 
ever there is that is good and true in Fourier’s 
system, was included before in the mind and plans 
of him “ in whom are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge;” and whatever there that 
is false, foolish, and distorted, is worse than 
useless, serving but to lead men astray, and blin- 
ding their minds and hearts to the simplicity of 
the Gospel of Christ. And the conviction is 
forced upon us the more we become acquainted 
with Fourier’s system, that that which is false, 
foolish and distorted in it, largely overbalances 
that which is good and true. Among the reasons 
for this conviction are these: 

Fourierism does not present a satisfactory view 
of God, or of man’s relations to God. Itistrue, 
as our correspondent has shown, that Fourier 
recognizes the existence of God, in a certain way 
—recognizes him as a far-off being, standing at 
the head or center of a vast series of beings, the 
only authority for whose existence is the imag- 
ination and speculation of Fourier himself. He 
discourses about “stellar globes, and their hu- 
manities,” the gradations of these humanities in 
an ascending series, until at last all is centered 
in a highest and pivota! being called God, from 
whom all attraction descends, and who has power 
over all beings for good or evil. Now all this 
may be very fine—a very nicely worked hypothe- 
sis, but it seems to us that it fails to touch the 
heart with any convincing power. It has not the 
sound of ene who speaks with authority. Dis- 
carding revelation, either as a fact or a necessity, 
Fourier proceeds to elaborate a theory of the uni- 
verse, of God, of man, of man’s relation to God 
and his fellow man, which he claims, contains 
all that is necessary for the perfection and sal- 
vation of humanity. If Fourier’s system is true, 
then the Bible and the work of Christ are super- 
fluous. Cr if they have had functions in the past, 
they are now to be superseded. But it does 
not seem to us to be wise or philosophical to ig- 
nore the previous history of God’s dealings with 
man, and the evidences which revelation affords 
of the nature of God and of our relations to him, 
and endeavor, at this late hour, to elaborate a 
system for the culture and organization of hu- 
manity on a totally independent basis. ‘The sim- 
ple truth is, that God bas been dealing in a di- 
rect way with nankind from the first hour of 
its advent upon earth. And in those dealings 
and in the records of those dealings are to be 
found the foundations of all true human growth, 
of all exact knowledge of God, of all satisfactory 
ideas of superior orders of existence, with whom 
man stands in contact and communication. And 





process in which china is decorated. The gold that 
9 used in its decoration is ground, and it looks, as 
you gaze upon it, as if it were the blackest lamp- 


when we leave the firm ground of fact which 


| these records afford, for the regions of specula- 
‘tion, we embark on a perilous and uncertain ocean, 
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He who leaves out revelation and what reyela- 
tion teaches, and endeavors to look into things 
from a merely human and uninspired point of 
view, is no wiser, in our opinion, than one who 
shuuld leave the clear sunlight of noonday for the 
meager illumination of moonshine. 


Now the Bible, which is a record of God’s 
dealings with man, and a chart which unfolds the 
Divine nature, and our relations to that nature, 
reveals to us a living, personal God, who.is our 
Father. and who is in vital connection with us, 
first as our Creator and source of life, and second- 
ly, through the incarnation of his Sun, Jesus 
Christ; it reveals to us the existence of spiritual 
beings, angels and archangels; not inhabitants 
of “stellar globes,” but children of the highest, 
dwelling in the interior and heavenly sphere. 
Antagonistic to these, and opposite in all the na- 
ture and attributes of their being, it reveals to us 
an order of evil existences—devil, and devil's an- 
gels—who are the agents and sources of all that 
is evil in the universe. These are the existences 
which the records of Revelation, and the corrob- 
orating evidences of human experience to-day, 
and throughout past ages, show to us as standing 
in connection with humanity. There has no word 
come down tous from all the past, no reliable 
whisper from intelligences above or beneath us, of 
a “solar humanity,” ora humanity in the far off 
supposed central star in Hercules, or of human- 
ities in any of the circling globes or nebulz in the 
infinite material spaces around us. If any such 
humanities exist, they are outside of our knowl- 
edge, and are known only in the secret councils 
of God. When therefore Fourier assumes their 
existence and builds on that assumption an jin- 
posing theory of a vast Iluman Series reaching 
through suns and systems up to some far-off cen- 
tral orb, there centering and pivoting in God, 
we may admire the imaginative ingenuity of the 
man, and be amused with his speculations, but we 
cannot accept him as a true and authoritative 
teacher, or as having added anything, in these re- 
spects, to the positive knowledge and benefit of 
humanity. His speculations may be imposing, his 
theories may be elaborately worked out, but they 
lack the basis of eternal truth and eertainty.— 
One simple saying of Jesus Christ or Paul out- 
weighs them all.—r. L. P. 





Religious Journalism. 





The New-York Tribune, after noticing the 
failure of an attempt by certain evangelical de- 
nominations in England, to establish a daily re- 
ligious newspaper called the Dial—which, by the 
way, it would appear was rather a money-mak. 
ing scheme, than a sincere and earnest at- 
tempt to meet a genuine want in the public mind 
—proceeds to discuss the subject of religious 
journalism in the following strain : 


‘* Now we beg the patient reader, who has fol- 
lowed us thus far, not to suppose that we are 
girding and scoffing at sacred things. Not at all. 
In veneration and reverence for all things holy 
we yield tonone. But we donot believe in 
making them a matter of trade. We dv not be- 
lieve that those who in a purely business transac- 
tion appeal to the religious convictions or the 
religious prejudices of the community, either 
ought to succeed or are likely to be successful. 
They ought not to succeed, because it is degrading 
the holiest sentiment of the human heart to be 
used for a purpose which, under the influence of 
such a motive, becomes base and sordid. It is 
not likely to become successful, because the com- 
mercial spirit is prominently practical, goes 
straight to the point, and does not permit itself 
to be diverted to what, in the business in hand, 
are side issues. Men have relatiors tv religion, 
but they also have relations to the world. The 
characters of all of us should be informed by a 
religious life, and one good evidence that they are 
so is the faithfulness with which the duties of our 
daily lives are performed. Men need in a daily 
paper the intelligence of daily affairs. They 
wish and they need to be instructed as to the 
events of the world which may affect their 
their business, or which may affect their fellow- 
men in their worldly relations. We believe this 
to be true of the most devout. It is no reflec- 
tion upon these to say that they do not wish to 
carry their evangelical convictions and their re- 
ligious thoughts into their offices and counting- 
rooms; and if it isa reflection, it is none the 
less true that a large class of seemingly devout 
people have quite as much of religious teaching 
as they wish on the first day of the week, and 
consider it to be rather of an intrusion if it is 
forced upon them the other six. There is a wide 
difference between the use made of a weekly pa- 
per and that made of the daily. The former be- 
longs to the family, and may very properly be 
made an aid to religious reflection and serwus 
thought. But the latter concerns our daily life, 
isa business enterprise, is a reflection of the 
news, the crimes, the amusements, the thousand 
and one incidents which make up the daily af- 
fairs of the world, and which are of interest to 











: _ a —_ 
not ignore these, and the mind instinctively re- 
volts at any pruposed admixture with them of » 
purely religious purpose. We remember at the 
seasun of religious conventions in a neighboring 
city, a canting brother put upon the sign at the 
door of his eating-house, the profane and disgust- 
ing inscription, “Oysters fried, stewed, and in the 
shell. The friends of the Redeemer are request- 
ed to call.” It is thts comming!ing of things 
sacred and common at which the mind revolts, 
that renders the success of a religious daily juur- 
nal impossib'e. It has never yet succeeded, 
though often attempted. Even in the latest en- 
terprise of this sort in this city the attentive 
reader cannot have failed to observe how gradual- 
ly tbe first exclusive purpose is abanduned, and 
advertisements for theaters, and other places of 
amusements, with comments upon them, reports 
of crimes, and the treatment of topics of merely 
worldly interest, which it may say at the same 
moment should never be mentioned, are sure to 
tind a place in its columns, that it may maintain 
a character for bemg a daily newspaper.” 


While we agree with the Tribune writer that 
things religious and sacred should not be made a 
‘“‘ matter of trade,” we think the view taken of 
religion and its relations to daily life and business, 
and of the function it should exercise in journal- 
ism, in the above paragraph, is a low and false 
view. He who separates his daily business in 
any of its items from the religious element or 
spirit, and carries it oun without reference to his 
own and others’ spiritual improvement and the 
interests of righteousness and truth, outrages his 
own nature and his relations to God. The curse 
that rests upon society to-day, is, that men have 
left God and rehgion out oftheir daily affairs— 
their business and their pleasure—shuffling them 
off with a little Sunday attention, and such other 
meager allotment of time as worldly matters may 
afford, and, so far as a large part of the commu- 
nity is concerned, ignoring them altogether. It 
is because this is so, that crime abounds, that 
fraud and dishonesty pervade all business circles, 
that licentiousness and sensuality of all kinds are 
rampant, that selfishness is every where present, 
It men would carry religion into all the avoca- 
tions of life—into all their pursuits whether of 
labor or play, in all their mamfold forms—then 
would sin and corruption cease, aud righteousness 
and peace begin tv abound. ‘ Whether ye eat or 
drink, or whalsoever ye do, DO ALL TO THE GLO- 
ry o¥ Gop.” ‘This is the inspired rule for every 
one who would be a follower of Christ. And it 
should be the leading function of journalism, to 
lead men to this attainment. Whatsoever a man 
does, is done either to the glory of Godor in the 
interest of the devil and the reign of evil. Every 
act of man comes under one or the other of these 
heads. What sha!l we say then of a daily press 
which would ignore the relation which the daily 
transactiuns of men have to God and their reli- 
gious interests, which recognizes no demand for 
daily spiritual growth, no need for our huurs of 
labor and busmess to be pervaded by the spirit 
of heaven ? Whatever may be the ability aud 
popularity of such a press, and however wide its 
untluence, its function is a low and false one. 


The need of to-day 1s a commanding daily jour- 
nalism, devoted to Jesus Christ, viewing, report- 
ing, and discussixg all the affairs and relations of 
men from the stand-poipt of Primitive Christian- 
ity, and wielding all its influence in the interest 
of the highest destiny and hope of humanity ; 
which shall nut commingle things common and 
things sacred, but which shall teach men to ele- 
vate all commun things into the realm of holiness 
by investing them with a heavenly spirit. To 
those who deprecate the advance of religion into 
the field of daily journalism and the handling of 
the topics of daily life, we commend the word of 
prophecy recorded in Zech. 14: 20.—1. L. Pp. 


————————— 








A Good Thought. 


“But what things were gain to me, those 1 
counted loss for Christ.”—Phillipians 3: 7. 


What were the personal gains which Paul 
counted loss for Christ? The context tells us. 
It was his religious and moral reputation. He 
was a Llebrew of the Hebrews, i. e., an extraordi- 
nary Hebrew; his blood and his name were un- 
tarnished. Not on!y »0, but he was a Pharisee, ele- 
vated in rank above the commonalty of the Jews. 
Then he was a zealot—he did that which proba- 
bly exalted him in che eyes of the Sanhedrim 
more than any thing else~he persecuted the 
Church. But more than all this, he was a perfect 
legalist, “touching the righteousness which was 
in the law, blameless.” ‘These were gains, toa 
mar of the world, inestimable. Aman with such 
a name—such a code of morals and religion— 
might of all others, surely have “confidence ;”* 
but it was confidence in the flesh—there was no 





every body. A well conducted newspaper can- 


Christ in it. 


Pe? we 


tic 


co 


u? 


Sex coma Tory 


- 
ant 


ce ef 


ev 
pe 


THE CIRCULAR. 


139 





ones 


Paul did not count these things loss for him- 
self, but for Christ, something higher and better. 
There is such a thing as giving up our reputation 
and standing in society for something inferior ana 
even degrading. The wine-bibber and the licen- 
tious man do this. It is true also of the fanatic. 
He may pride himself on his sincerity, but in it 
there is more pride than sincerity. Sincerity, in 
such cases, when analyzed, often proves to be 
self-conceit. Discrimination is therefore essen- 
tial. Ifa sacrifice is to be made, let us know for 
what we make it. The Spirit of truth only can 
guide us in such cases. The name of Christ is a 
glorious name, the only name which has power to 
gave; but even this name ¢an be misapplied. 
There are false Christs as well as false prophets. 
Paul understood this. “ Yea, doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ. Jesus my Lord.” There 
was no ambiguity about the matter. The substi- 
tute he sought was itself the knowledge of Christ. 
And then he adds—and was there ever a more 
noble or desirable attitude 7—“ For whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ; and be fund 
in him, not having mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through the faith 
of Christ; the righteousness which is of God by 
faith.” Self-abnegation on the one side and an 
immortal purpose to be possessed by Christ, on 
the other, was Paul’s leading passion. Let us be 
like him.—u. w. B. 





From Europe. 


The lastadviccs from Europe report Garibaldi 
to be ia possession of the city of Naples. He has 
proclaimed Victor Emanuel King of Italy. The 
King of Naples had fled from his capiial to Gaeta, 
whence he was about to embark for Spain. Great 
excitement prevailed thruughout Italy, and the 
prospect was that there would bea general revolu- 
tion in favor of Victor Emanuel and Garibaldi. 





Destitution in Kansas. 


Kansas is threatened with a terrible famine, in 
consequence of the drought which has prevailed in 
the territ-ry throughout the whole season. Thad- 
deus Hyatt, who is now there, writes to the Trib- 
une as follows: 

It is now the 4th day of September. Since the 
22d ult, | have passed through six counties, and 
been Suuth to Bourbon County, mecting with hun- 
dreds of settlers, and from their own lips learned 
the real state of the case; learning it, I may add, 
in a way toimpress me with a broader view of 
the calamity than any settler can possibly have in 
his isolation. Ihave meta portion, the rear 
probably, of the fleeing multitude who have de- 
serted the Territory, while desertion was pos- 
sible for them. From what I have seen, and from 
what I have heard, I feel justified in saying, that 
during the menth of August, the exodus from 
Kansas was at the rate of at least 200 souls per 
day! I think this a low estimate. 

The beds of streams never before known to be 
entirely bare I have crossed, beside scores of 
miles of burnt up prairies. I have witnessed de- 
eerted cabins; dried up springs, and failing wells; 
examined corn and corn-fields over a wide extent 
of country, and in every other practicable way in 
which accurate knowledge could be gained [ have 
suught it. In addition to this, and with a view 
to future results, County Committees formed of 
persons from the townships, two from each, have 
been organized in Anderson, Linn, and Bourbon 
Counties, and will probably be in others ; which, 
beside acting as ‘Investigating Committees,” 
(I approve these,) will also act as Committees of 
Relief. And from all I have seen, been “ mixed 
up” with, and been told, I have no hesitation in 
#aying to the country, that the desolation of Kan- 
sas cannot be told; the half is not yet known! 
“Exaggeration” is impossible!—listen; 

Kansas has no wheat to eat and no seed wheat 
to sow, and no money to buy it with, neither for 
this year nor for the year to come! 

Kansas has no seed corn for the coming Spring, 
and she has nut to-day, in all her borders, of both 
old and new corn, sufficient to sustain her popu- 
lation beyond the mouth of March next, and she 
has not the money to buy it with, nor the means 
of procuring the money ! 

Her crops generally this year are a “ dead fail- 
ure,” unless, perchance, late showers shuuld save 
a trifle of buckwheat, of but little moment. 

Wheat she has none; potatoes and all other 
vegetables, none; and her entire stock of corn, of 
both old and new, would not fatten her hogs 
alone ! 

They who in Kansas have bread for themselves 
have none for their neighbors! And they who 
have no bread at all are the ones ulso who have 
no money ! 

‘The shadow of Famine at this hour is over all 


the land! The Hunger-fiend crouches upon the 
Satan? Starvation hath already entered the 
oor! 


Are my conclusions too dark? I submit you 
the premises ! Judge for yourselves. First, how- 
ever, let me observe that there are towns, es- 
pecially those on the Missouri River, that are 
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exceptions to what is said here, just as m a star- 
ving city, there are always some lucky individu- 
als and wealthy fuinilies who escape the general 
sorrow. The following is the report of the cen- 
sus-taker of Linn County, as furnished by Mr. 
Babbv, the County Clerk. I think it no better, 
and | hope the other counties are no worse : 

Number of farms, 600; improved land, 28,000 
acres ; unimproved lands, 78,000 acres; corn raised 
in 1859, 875.781 bushels; oats, 8,575 bushels; p@ 
tatoes, 10,801 bushels; Buckwheat, 2,979 bushels; 
beans, 752 bushels; sweet-potatoes, 541 bushels; 
(wheat not reported ;) sorghum molasses, 9,441 gal- 
lons. On hand June 1860: 32,000* bushels ol 
corn, 1.477 horses, 85 mules, 1,695 milch cows, 
1,415 oxen, 2,327 other cattle, 7,600 hogs; inhabi- 
tants 6,433 ; of these are voters, 1,500. 

Of the above 28,000 acres of improved land, 
it is fair to presume that 20,000 were last year 
devoted to corn. It is probable that from a third 
toa half more corn was planted this year than 
last; let us, therefore, assume that 30,000 acres 
have been devoted to corn, and ten thousand to 
other crops, the present ) ear. 

My opinion is that there will not be an average of 
one bushel to the acre of this 30,000. For though 
it is thought by some that the bottoms will 
yield from 10 to 20 bushels to the acre, there are 
thousands of acres of upland that will yield none 
at all. Now, as to these “bottoms:” [ went in- 
tu one of the richest of them, near Mound City, 
into fine looking curn externally, which had been 
confidently thought good for 20 bushels to the 
acre, and an examination showed a scattering of 
the kernels on the cob sufficient to reduce its val- 
ue some 30 or 40 per cent; and it also showed 
amuch worse thing, a most frightful havoc of 
the worm. ‘The owner otf the field remarked 
that if the worm should keep at his work a fort- 
night longer there would not be a bushel ty the 
acre of this, as he termed it,“ the finest field of 
corn in Linn County.” Until this examination, 
this field of corn was one of those exceptional 
ones that had been regarded as certain for a half 
crop. The ignorance of the owner of the field of 
its actual state, isa sample of the ignorance of 
thousands; they are not yet awake to the devas- 
tation of the worm. Hence, while for the calcu- 
lation Iam about to make, I have assumed as 
above, one bushel tu the acre for 30,000 acres, I 
do not believe there will be the half of it. 

Now, then, regarding Linn as representing the 
average of Kansas entire, let us look the case in 
the face; bearing in mind that it any crop of this 
year’s growth can be calculated upon for any thing 
at all, it is the corn crop, that all the others are 
as good as failures. What do we find? Upon 
the assumption of 30,000 bushels of corn in 
Linn County, and presuming that there remains 
of last year's crop 20,000 bushels—say 50,000 
bushels in all—we find that to give to each per- 
son of the population the bare allowance of a 
slave, one peck per week, and make no account of 
the et celeras allowed him in addition, this corn 
would support the population till next June, even 
if they could live on it alone. But this is not 
supposable. Let us therefore call the ef celerus 
equal in value to one-third the peck per week of 
corn; there is then but corn enough to barely 
keep the people alive until the 1st of next March, 
while the cattle are left unprovided for. And it 
would require more corn then they have got to 
fatten the swine alone. ‘The picture is a dark 
one. I much fear that the country will slumber 
over this matter until people here by hundreds 
are actually dying of hunger, and when no relief 
can reach them in time to save. For, as an ave- 
rage, what is true of Linn County, I hold to be 
true of Kansas as a whole. 





* The copy of the County Clerk’s report, which I 
have, shows 3,200 bushels, but lest this should be 
an error in the figures, I have put it 32,000, as I 
now write where I cannot see the County Clerk, as 
if there be an error, I would prefer to make the 
picture lighter rather than darker. 





Facts and Topics. 


..--A Parisian, by the name of Lenoir, is cre- 
ating a great sensation among his countrymen by 
the exhibition of a caloric engine, which they de- 
clare is quite unlike Ericsson’s, Franchot’s or 
Sterling’s. Lenoir’s little shop, in a bye street, is 
every day beseiged by a crowd of curious people 
from all classes—the Imperial downwards. Ac- 
cording to Cosmos, and other French papers, the 
age of steam is ended— Watt and Fulton will soon 
be forgotten. This is the way they do such 
things in France. 

Lenoir’s engine is an explosion engine, in which 
air, mixed with hydrogen or illuminating gas, is 
exploded in the cylinder by an electric spark ; 
the piston is thus shot forward and back. The 
engine is, in operation and consiruction, like 
those in which gunpowder or gun-cotton has been 
used. An engine precisely lise Lenoir’s in all 
respects, except as to what was said about it, was 
exhibited at the Crystal Palace by Dr. Drake, of 
this city. The practical objections to such mo- 
tore are the jerks (see Webster unabridged) of 
its action and the accumulation of heat. 

But a small power to be generated from the 
burning gas is a great desideratum. Gas, al- 
though much dearer (as fuel) than coal, is so 
cleanly and manageable, that it will some day 
come into use for the multitude of small engines 





which will be found useful for driving sewing and 


other light machines. Already, in very many 
private houses, coal has been banished during the 
summer, and gas is used for all the purposes of 
cooking. Indeed, for occasional use, gas is cheap- 
er than cual ; for there is no waste in lighting up 
the fire, or after its work is done. 

....Itis stated among the last items from 
England, that the Great Eastern, after being 
gridironed at Milford Haven, will leave that port 
for New-York on the 17th of October.— Life 
Illustrated. 

....The streets of London are now being tun- 
neled to accommodate the passenger travel through 
some of its thoroughfares. The tunnel is made by 
digging from the surface and then; arching over 
the opening. 

....A writer in The London Times says “ that 
almost all young men who have been at Oxford 
and Cambiidge, especially those who have med- 
dled much in boat-races, have as a rule diseased 
blood-vessels, arteries, or veins, and very many 
of them diseased and dilated hearts—all brought 
on by the strain and undue excitement (‘remora,’ 
we, doctors call it) of the circulation, induced by 
pulling at boat-races. In fact the matter is now 
woll recognized both at insurance offices and in 
the administration of chloroform amongst the up- 
per classes, where a diseased heart is to be avoid- 
ed. It would seem, the delicate fibers of the 
hearts of the boys and lads sent to Oxford es- 
pecially , at once give way before this pressure, or 
re mora.” 


...-So many contradictory stories have been 
told about the Haytien John Brown fund, that it 
is somewhat gratifying to havea report which 
bears a resemblance to truth. The following 
item is from the World: 

Mr. J.T. Hinton communicates the following 
information concerning the Brown fund in Hayti: 
My friend, James Redpath, writing from Port au 
Prince under date of August 27, says in substance : 
The amount of the fund so far collected, and in 
the hands of the authorities at Port au Prince, is 
nearly four thousand American dollars. This 
amount was mostly subscribed in the department 
of which Port au Prince is the chief town. Re- 
turns are yet to come in from the other depart- 
ments of the republic, eight in number. It may 
be reasonably expected that the above sum will 
be still further increased when all sections of the 
island shall have been heard from. 

...-The correspondent of the World notices 
the Jews in Philadelphia as follows : 

“The Jews have just got through with their re- 
ligious celebration of their New Year, or Rash 
Hashanah. The festival commenced vn last 
Sunday evening. The Jews are now in the midst 
of their ‘ten days of repentance,’ a festival of un- 
usual importance and solemnity in [lebrew eyes. 
The Israelites of Philadelphia comprise a large 
and influential portion of the community. Like 
their nation wherever they are to be found in 
any part of the globe, they are usually well off 
in this world’s goods. No Jew ever figures as 
a wire-worker in ward politics, as a ballot-box 
stuffer, or as a political huckster. He never 
thinks of combining his class to affeci elections, 
or to secure himself a warm berth in the public 
kitchen, and he very rarely accepts office at all. 
Hon. Henry M. Phillips, who recently represen- 
ted the Fourth Congressional district, is the only 
recent local exception to this rule tat I can call 
to mind. 

“ While the Jews refrain from mingling offen- 
sively in public affairs, they also refuse to burthen 
the public with the support of their poor, and 
they have institutions provided for the susten- 
ance of such of their fraternity as have the mis- 
fortune to prove an exception to the old proverb, 
‘as rich as a Jew.’ They have numerous benefi- 
cent societies founded on the mutual principle, 
a ‘United Hebrew Relicf Association,’ a ‘ Laslies’ 
Hebrew Sewing Society,’ ‘Jewish Foster Home,’ 
a‘United Hebrew Beneficent Fuel Society,’ a 
‘German Ladies’ Iebrew Benevolent Society,’ a 
‘Female [lebrew Benevolent Socicty,’ formed for 
the object of ‘distributing charity in money, 
food, furniture, nurses, medicines, and other 
necessaries to needy Israelites; Hebrew educa- 
tion societies, Hebrew Sunday school seccieties, 
and numerous other very excellent charities. 

“ There 1s also an order of ‘ Bua Berith,’ which 
is understood to be a secret order founded upon 
the same benevolent principles as the order of 
Odd Fellows. They also have their own literary 
societies, and a Jewish publication society, which 
has a benevolent feature in its constitution.— 
There are now seven Jewish religious congrega- 
tions in Philadelphia, most of which worship in 





synagogues of their own. The most splendid of 


these synagogues Las recently been erected in 
Seventh street, above Arch, for the congregation 
“ Mieveh Isracl.” This congregation, which is 
very wealthy, is the oldest Jewish religious asso 
ciation in Philadelphia, having been formed prior 
to 1750. Their new synagogue, which was dedi 

oated in May last, is a very spacious and substan 

tial strncture, and its interior arrangements are 
of the most superb order.” 


...+Dr. Livingstone, the African traveler, after 
many entreaties, is to have a new steamer to re 
place the worn-out one, which he has hithertw 
employed tm his explorations. The Lords of the 
Admiralty have just dispatched from Woolwich, 
efter a thorough refitting, her Majosty’s screw 
steam-sloop Pioneer, of 350 horse power, freighted 
with victualing and other stores for the exploring 
party. It is to be placed at the command of Dr 
Livingstone, immediately on its arrival in’ the 
waters of the Zambesi.— Tribune. 

—Letters from Beirut, Syria, to the 22d of 
August, give details of the work of retribution 
going on at Damascus against the murderous Dru- 
ses and their Turkish confederates. The arrests 
already exceeded 1,000 in number, and comprised 
individuals of all ranks. The accused are divided 
into tbree classes ; those punishable with death, 
those to be condemned to the galleys, and those 
to be sent to Constantinople to serve in the army ; 
and the number of this lust class is expected to 
reach 3,000. On the 20th, the executions ona 
large scale began. Gibbets were erected in va- 
rious parts of the city, and 57 persons, some of 
them of rank and importance, were hanged there- 
on, to the stupefaction of the fanatical multitude, 
who persisted to the last in believing that the 
whole affair was merely a farce got up to mystify 
the Franks, and that only a few obscure individ- 
uals would be sacrificed. On the same day 110 
regular soldiers and bashi-bazuks were marched 
to the Median, the most turbulent and fanatical 
quarter of Damascus, and there shot. Of the 
second class of criminals, 170 have been sent to 
the galleys, and the sheikh of Hashbeya, who 
presided at the horrible butchery there, has also 
been shot, with another chief guilty of similar 
crimes. The state of Damascus is described as 
extraordinary, and its appearance as almost that 
of a desolate city. The streets are comparatively 
deserted, except by the military patrols and the 
wives and families of the criminals executed, who 
wander about the streets shrieking and wailing , 
but no one dares to show any sympathy with 
them. These women, a few weeks ago, were 
hounding vn their relatives to their bloody work, 
and sharing in the plunder and destruction, The 
arrests goon; the whole council of the pasha 
will be tried, and many of them, it is believed, 
will be convicted. 

All seems quiet in the mountains ; a tew Dra~ 
ses are prowling about, but it is reported that on 
arriving at Hashbeya, Hassan Bey found that the 
Druses had decamped, and that instead of there 


being 2,000 Christians to bring in, there were on- 
ly a few hundreds. The numbers receiving re- 
lief at Beirut are very large, but it has been found 
necessary tu abandon te a great extent the giving 
of money, or even of food that can be sold. Cloth. 
ing, also, if not carefully looked after, is sold like 
the food, and fictitious “mountain Christians” 
abound ; it has become a lucrative trade. 





Give. 

See the rivers flowing 
Downward to the sea, 

Pouring all their treasures 
Bountiful and free— 

Yet to help their giving 
Hidden springs arise ; 

Or, if need be, showers 
Feed them from the skies! 


Watch the princely flowers 
Their rich fragrance spread, 
Load the air with perfumes, 
From their beauty shed— 
Yet their lavish spending, 
Leaves them not in dearth, 
With fresh life replenished 
By their mother earth ' 


Give thy heart’s best treasures— 
From fair Nature learn ; 
Give thy love,—and ask not, 
Waig not a return! 
And the more thou spendest 
From thy little store, 
With a double bounty, 
God will give thee more. 
[.ddelaide Anne Proctor. 


—Mrxtna is the sweet wine of human life. [> 
should be offered sparkling with zestful life unte 
God. He desires no emasculated or murdered offer- 








ings. —Beecher 





\t 
: 
i 
\ 


'& 7 
i" 
¢ 
| 
5 
1 
, 
i 


ae a 


eee rn ranean ah T+ eS Hen aig Pema e 4 
: . 





.- 


andl 





MAS Sg PES TI 





= ence 


cs 


aa 








140 


THE CIRCULAR. 


























Truth-the Unchanging Test. 


There is a class of spiritualists who 
have strange ideas of the nature of truth. 
They hold, for instance, that a thing 
may be truth to-day and a lie to-morrow, 
or truth to one person and a falsehood to 
another, Nothing is fixed in their minds, 
but every thing is uncertain and float- 
ing. This absence of all fixed ideas is 
mistaken by them for true independence 
of thought. They glory in isolation, in- 
stead of unity, and accuse those who be- 
lieve in the unity of the body of Christ, 
and in the need of gaining active and 
material help, of being, to uxe their own 
expression, “led by the nose.” Now it 
is certain that this view totally misrep- 
resents the nature of truth. The idea 
of truth implies solidity and permanence ; 
it is a fixed thimg, and one about which 
it is very importart we should be exact. 

Variable notions of truth break up our 


connection with the Spirit of truth ; 
and whatever breaks up that union, is 
pernicious and destructive. Anything 
that makes truth contradictory, throws 
us out of sympathy with the Spirit of 
truth. If Laffirm ten thousand opin- 
ions about a fact, that one is true which 
images forth the reality, and all others 
are false. All things are naked and open 
to the eyes of the Spirit of truth. It is 
the peculiar character of this Spirit that 
it is an all-piercing, perfect mirror of re- 
ality ; and we are in communication with 
this Spirit just so far as our minds are 
partakers of this quality. A man can- 
not with any propriety say, “This is 
truth to me,” because it is his opinion ; 
for some time or other this opinion will 
be laid on the reality, and then he will 
see that there can be hut one true opin- 
ion. In the trial when theories and re- 
ality come to be laid side by side, only 
one theory will be found to fit, and that 
will be the theory in God’s mind. Our 
thoughts will as certainly be called to 
the test of reality, asa man’s debts will 
be called for when they become due. If 
it is important that we should under- 
stand the currency value of money ex- 
changes, then certainly it is important 
that we should examine our thoughts 
and see how many of them we can de- 
pend upon. This is important for the 
‘same reason that business men look into 
the state of the banks. It is necessary 
sometimes to have recurrence from prom- 
ises to realitivs. Life must have realities 
to feed upon—it cannot live upon prom- 
ises, but must have the specie. There 
is a pressure coming in the spiritual 
money-market. God has allowed the 
credit-system, but he will bring the world 
toa just measurement of thoughts with 
things—of promises to realities. What- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. Every man will be recalled from 
his own thoughts, and the thoughts of 
the world around him, to reality. That 
is the judgment ; not a great theatrical 
representation, as it exists in many per- 
sons’ minds, but the operation of the 
Spirit of truth. 

Every man’s work is as his thoughts : 
only so far as he sees right will he do 
right. False views will certainly lead to 
wrong acts. It is only as we walk in the 
light, that we walk right. “God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If 
we say that we have fellowship with him, 


and walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
the truth.” 1 John, 1: 5—6. Our works 





are good or evil according to their affinity 
or non-affipity with the Spirit of truth. 
All acts and thoughts will be brought to 
the counter, and tested according to the 
value of Heaven. Paul says of some 
works, that they will abide, of others 
that they will be burned. Good works 
will endure, and establish a capital in 
heaven, It is necessary that we should 
get on to a cash system—have an actual 
knowledge of ourselves, and of God, and 
eschew all doubtful stuff. Those who 
have been trained in the churches, have 
been trained on the credit system—7th of 
Romans experience—thonghts, hopes and 
wishes, without specie basis. All that 
persons say while under that spirit, is 
liable to discount—it is not generally 
supposed that they mean more than half 
of what they say. 

There is a great system of Mutual In- 
surance in the world. Each man is in- 
sured by those around him. But if each 
individual of a mass is upheld by the rest, 
there can be no security either for indi- 
viduals or the mass. It is even possible 
for persons to die happy, after living a 
life of falsehood. It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after death the 
judgment. If a man has lived in false- 
hood, he must go through the fire to burn 
it out. We must plant ourselves on this 
principle. ‘Every man’s work shall be 
made manifest.” 1 Cor. 3: 13. Not 
hopes, or wishes, but works, We need 
not expect any favors in the actual set- 
tlement. God will not turn aside from 
the exact truth, but will make us know 
just what we are worth. He will be pa- 
tient with us while we are doing our 
work, but we must not look for favors.— 
We must go-into Heaven’s market just as 
we do here. A man who takes goods in- 
to market here, does not expect favors 
from the buyer on the ground of igno- 
rance, or bad luck in the manufacture of 
his articles—he expects that they will 
bring their market value, without any 
reference to these things. So we shall 
receive in the judgment the market 
worth of our works, and it will not avail 
to excuse ourselves on the ground of ig- 
norance, or evil advisers, want of time, &c. 

Love of truth is the beginning of prep- 
aration for judgment. Get the princi- 
ple rooted in the heart, to think only of 
truth--cherish in ourselves love of facts, 
and hate and shun half-way beliefs as 
we would shin-plasters, Let the stern 
love of truth have free circulation in our 
own minds, and in our intercourse with 
others : then shall we have “ boldness in 
the day of judgment, and shall assure 
our hearts before him.” We can then 
go to God with the certainty that we 
have what he loves, and will pay well for. 
It is well for us to look at the irfluences 
which tend to make us dishonest, as no 
allowance will be made for darkness, No 
matter how subtle the causes may be 
which give our minds a wrong bias, we 
shall be the Josers and shail be blamed 
tor it. The first great truth—the “ post 
in the middle” of a sound character—-is a 
clear, unclouded perception of a God. 
This is faith. Here we are liable to two 
mistakes. The one puts God far off in 
the heavens, makes a cloudy atmosphere 
for our minds. This is the fish-eye of un- 
belief. The other goes off into fanati- 
cism. Between the fish-eye and fire-eye, 
there is a calm, clear eye that sees things 
just as they really exist. A clear per- 





ception of God isa cash deposit in the 
soul, and 1s something that we can al- 
ways fall back upou. 

Many persons have just such an idea of 
God as they have of the abstract power of 
the United States embodied in the Con- 
gtitution. But you will find the Bible 
full of revelations of God’s character as 
an administrator— regulating currency — 
annexing territory, &c. Ministers direct 
the people’s minds to the constitution, 
but little to the actual administration, 
president, cabinet, and measures. True 
faith will teach us to regard God as an 
administrator, as well as a framer of laws. 
Then we shall have a partisan spirit— 
love to talk politics—enlist and yo to war 
for Jesus Christ, and have practical in- 
terest in his measures. 





Varied Experience. 

Amid the varied experience of a life of 
faith, we learn to endure all things. 
We require as much faith to enable us 
toendure prosperity as adversity—that 
we may “ be stedfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” 
Paul in his epistle to the Corinthians 
says, “ We had the sentence of death in 
ourselves, that we should not trust in 
ourselves, but in God who raiseth the 
dead.” Here we have a faith full of liv- 
ing power—a power that holds sway 
when we are called to give up a dear 
object of the affections, or called upon 
for the sacrifice of a beloved child, or 
brother or sister, for the truth. Fre- 
quently these objects have affinity witb, 
or much hold on our life, so that the 
heart would break, or flesh and spirit 
fail, if we did not realize that God is with 
us, and holds us. 

Trials soften the spirit—to be bereft of 
our idols opens the heart to the recep- 
tion of Christ and “the innumerable 
company of angels and spirits of just 
men made perfect,” which constitute 
his church. Then our hearts are soft- 
ened with suffering—we breathe the very 
breath of this life-giving throng, and are 
filled with the greatness and majesty of 
their presence. New pages of existence 
open before us, and vause us to forget 
or ignore old affinities of the flesh, and 
to “ press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.”—E. G. H. 





Recent Lunar Discoveries. 


It is vuly very recently that the capital notion 
so persistently mamtained by certain astrono- 
mers, of the utterly lifeless waste of the moon's 
surface, has been exploded. The way this idea 
got prevalence was in denying the existence of an 
atmosphere around the moon, a state of things 
that would of necessity exclude the existence of 
water and organic life from our satellite. This 
theory led to the further denial of heat in the 
junar rays, from which flowed a multitude of 
errors. 

But Knox and Melvia have proved, by exact 
observations, that there is heat in moonshine, 
and Zantodeschi has measured it in its effects 
upon the mimosa. while an English scholar has 
demonstrated tbat the earth is colder in the first 
quarter of the moon than it is in the second.— 
Again, moonshine exerts a wonderful influence on 
plants. Light enables them to absorb carbon 
from the carbmic acid gas of the atmosphere, 
and as this is their daily work, they sleep at 
night, except when the moon wakes them up and 
sets them at work again. So the farmer is right 
who sows the seed just before the full of the 
moun, for the plants come up about the time of 
the new moon, and pass their infancy under the 
dark nights; but when the full moun comes, its 
light sets them to work, and thus the process of 
growing is continued nizht and day, while a con- 
trary couse is injurious to the tender plants, which 
require sleep. 

The sailors say that the moun eats up the 
clouds, and Whewell and Rutelet have proved 
the truth of the observation, by showing that 
more rain falls in dark moon than in its secund 
and third quarters. 

Webb has shown, by a careful comparison of the 
preset appearance of the moon's surface with 
that made by Madeler twenty years ago, that it 
has undergone great changes. Several of the mi- 
nor craters have assumed different shapes. These 
changes mdicate the existence of air and water. 
Secehi has demonstraied that the peaks of the 
bighest mountains of the moun are covered with 


sive forests. Schwabe, the discoverer of the po- 
riodical times of the sun’s spots, sustains this 
discovery of Dela Rive’s. After a careful ex- 
amination he found the furrows to consist of 
trees, leafless at one season, and in full foliage at 
another, for the changes in their appearance are 
periodic. Hence another proof of atmosphere 
and water, and all the phenomena incident to 
the existence of the elements. 

The photography of the moon’s surface, now 
gving un in the American and European observa- 
tories, and the special attention paid to the study 
of the lunar surface by some of the most distin- 
guished astronomers of the day, cannot fail to 
result in more wonderful discoveries than these 
we have just noticed. We have no doubt the 
mass of matter of which the moon is made will 
be found to be of the same character as that of 
the earth, anu subject to similar laws of existence, 
and that the surface will be found to be capable 
ul sustaining organic life.—Ballimore Patriot. 





The Summons. 


My ear is full of summer sounds, 

With summer sights my languid eye ; 
Beyond the dusty village bounds 
I loiter in my daily rounds, 

And in the noon-time shadows lie. 


The wild bee winds his drowsy horn, 
The bird swings on the ripened wheat, 
The long, green lances of the corn 
Are tilting in the winds of morn, 
Tbe locust shrills his song of heat. 


Another sound my spirit hears, 

A deeper sound that drowns them all,-- 
A voice of pleading choked with tears, 
The call of human hopes and fears, 

The Macedonian cry to Paul! 


The storm-bell rings, the trumpet blows ; 
I know the word and countersign ; 
Wherever Freedom’s vanguard goes, 
Where stand or fall her friends or foes, 
I know the place that should be mine. 


Shamed be the hands that idly fold, 
And lips that woo the reed’s accord, 
When laggard Time the hour has tolled 
For true with false and new with old 
To fight the battles of the Lord! 


O brothers! blest by partial Fate 
With power to match the will and deed, 
To him your summons comes too late, 
Who sinks beneath his armor’s weight, 
And has no answer but God-speed ! 
[Atlantic Monthly. 


Tue Camer Experiment.—The experi- 
ment of the introduction of camels to perform 
some of the labor of the Southern States, has 
been quite successful in Texas. At first, i¢ 
was only supposed they could be rendered use- 
ful in the transportation of goods over our ster- 
ile deserts, for they can travel a hundred miles 
without drinking. Lieut. Beale very succcess- 
fully showed how useful they could be made 
in this particular. In addition to this use, it 
has been ascertained that they are very valua- 

te on the plantations. They are vastly supe- 
rior in strength to either the horse or the mule. 
In Texas, the camel has. been employed for 
draft, and will work easily and kindly when 
hitched to a plow or a wagon. It can carry on 
its back as much grain as can be packed in a 
two-horse wagon. Those who have tried the 
camel for the purpo:e of ascertaining its value 
on the plantation, say that he does well on a 
sandy, stony, or firm soil, where he can get, a 
good footing. He moves very cautiously and 
slowly on muddy, moist soil, and feels unwill- 
ing, in such situstions, to carry even a moder- 
ate load. ‘The camel can plow, draw wagons, 
gin cotton, and carry it to market. It thrives 
on the poorest food and ean be easily raised. 
Its present high price prevents its general in- 
troduction.-— Life I/lustrated. 








—A CORRESPONDENT of The Home Journal has 
some good ideas on the importance of mental ac- 
tivity in retaining a good face. He says: 


“‘ We were speaking of handsome men the other 
evening, and I was wondering why K. had so 
lost the beauty for which five years ago he was. 
so famous. “Oh it’s because he never did any- 
thing,” said B.: “he never worked, thought, or 
suffered. Yon must have the mind chiseling: 
away al the features, if you want handsome mid- 
dle-aged men.” Smee hearing that remark, I 
have been on the watch to see whether it 1s gen- 
erally true—and if iz. A handsome man who 
dovs nothing but eat and drink, grows flabby, 
and the fine lines of his features sre lost, but 
the hard thinker has an admirable sculptor at 
work. keeping his fine lines in repair, and con- 
stantly going over his fice to improve the original 
design.” 

Not the mind only, but the heart—the noble, 
manly, loving, Christ-like heart—working up»n 
the outward face, then its beauty is ever unfold- 
ing and perennial. 





cnenenneenr arte 








snow. De ta Rive has discovered that what 
used to be regarded as barren plams, are exten- 
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